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Abstract

Legend as Employed in Modern Arabic Poetry:
A Stylistic Pragmatic Analysis of Badr Sakir as-Sayyab

The Arab heritage in particular was an important venue for the pioneers of free verse
(taf ilah poetry), which emerged at the birth of the modernism movement in modern Arab
literature. It served as a reference and an inspiration for their poetic experiences. The poets’
attachment to this particular genre was obvious, making it effortless for them to creatively
incorporate it into their compositions. These poets straddled the line between modernism
and traditionalism. The rebirth that Badr Sakir as-Sayyab derived from T.S. Eliot’s poetry,
and, in particular, The Waste Land, had the greatest presence among other poets in the
realm of free verse. Badr Sakir as-Sayyab attempted on multiple occasions to elevate
the prominence of the symbols in his poems by fluctuating the linguistic content and thus
bypassing their primitive status. In light of this, the current study investigates the artistic
and pragmatic aspects of the poet’s diwan. The study focuses on aspects related to the
employment of legacy, legendary symbols and religious symbols. The current study moves
towards uncovering the reasons behind the poet’s motivations for exploring and
subsequently employing the concept of legacy in his poems. The study further seeks to
reveal the impact of this employment on the poet’s poetry. The poet enriched modern
Arabic poetry with various artistic and influential works. The harrowing experiences and
forcible departure from his homeland have produced creative proof depicting the injustice,
bigotry, and dislocation he endured. He objectively portrays the catastrophes that his
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society endures and employs them so that they become more like contemporary fictional
stories framed by passion and myth, utilizing symbolism that adds a profound impact.
While living the reality of his society, he uses this power to convey the message he wishes
to convey.

Keywords: Badr Sakir as-Sayyab, Legend, Legacy, Legendary and Religious Symbols,
Modern Arabic Poetry
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