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Abstract

Unnatural Narratology and Their Procedures
in Contemporary Arab Narrative Models

This study aims to define the concept of unnatural narratives among Anglo-American
critics in the last decade and to reveal their efforts in postclassical narratives. These
unnatural narratives complement, rather than stand against, structural narrative efforts. In
this study, we examine the genesis of the term and the concept following Monica Flodrink,
Brian Richardson, Jan Alber, Stefan Iversen, and Henrik Nielsen. The study also
analyzes the causes of unnatural narration in postmodernism, explanatory strategies, the
mechanisms of this narration and its manifestations based on anti-mimetic and opposing
narrative progress. This study analyzes the short stories of the Syrian writer Zakariyya
Tamir to determine the narrative methods that organize the worlds of the short story in his
work, and how they rebel against the familiar, and the reasons for this, taking into account
the horizon of expectation of the reader divided between two perceptions: the natural and
the unnatural, which makes him accept new cognitive standards. The study demonstrates
Zakariyya Tamir’s skill in using unnatural aspects of narration, although some of his texts
predate the postmodern phase. So, we will look at four unnatural narrative aspects:
unnatural characters, unnatural timelines, unnatural narrators, and impossible spaces.

Keywords: Postclassical Narratology, Unnatural Narratology, Unnatural Spaces, Unnatural
Time Lines, Unnatural Causality, Unnatural Narrator, Anti-mimetic, Interpretive Strategies
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