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Abstract

The historical and the Mythical: The embodiment of reality
in novels of Halid al-Kind1 (Khalid al-Kindi)

The idea of searching for a myth stems from looking to history through the process of
creation and reproduction, whose source is folk tales and religious beliefs, as repetitive
stories that contribute to the myth of the idea, personality, or both. The myth relates to
reality through a thin thread represented in the extent to which people accept other
worlds parallel to their real world, so they try to escape from the world of reality to
another woven by their fantasies through myths that due to their repetition turn into
something like the truth that must be believed in by custom and law. Myth has a pivotal
role in shaping the features of reality through narrative techniques that allow the
writer to enter deep areas that go beyond real life to other worlds that contribute to
understanding the nature of the universe, people, and things by imagining mythical
models or ideas sometimes directly, and others through symbolic signs. The research
deals with the relationship between the historical and reality in three novels by the
Omani writer Halid al-Kindi (born in 1972): Al-Ga id al-Abyad, A Letter to Cyrus, and
Umm as-Duways. The thematic approach will be our guide in this study, because we will
investigate the theme of the myth, whether directly or through symbolism, in the
fictional works of Halid al-Kindi. In this study, we try to answer a set of questions,
including:

— How does the mythological theme embrace from realistic characters and stories
within the literary text of Halid al-Kindi novels?
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— How does the study of myth highlight a regular theme, the aesthetic of the relationship
between the mythical and the historical by embodying reality?

Keywords: Myth, Reality, the Omani Novel, Halid al-Kindi, Thematic Method
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