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Abstract

Commitment in Modern Algerian Literature: The Example of Mufdi Zakariyya.
An Analytical and Critical Study of Poetry
on Themes of National, Maghrebian, and Arab Unity

Mufdi Zakariyya (1908—1977), the Algerian revolution poet, is the most prominent poet
known to the countries of North Africa in their revolutions for independence in the
modern era. Mufdi’s poetry on the Algerian national cause is chronicled in his collection
“Sacred Flame,” and he also wrote about the Tunisian revolution in his collection
“Under Shades of Olive.” Additionally, his works on the Moroccan struggle are found in
his collection “Inspired by Atlas.” Mufdi wrote his first Maghreb unitary poem entitled
“To the Countrymen” in 1925, expressing support for the “Countryside Revolution” led
by ‘Abd al-Karim al-Hattabi in Morocco. He delivered it enthusiastically at the Free
Constitutional Party club in Tunisia. As a result, he was imprisoned for 15 days at the
age of 17. During that time, he was among M’zab students studying in Tunisia. Thus, he
became the first poet to advocate for the unity of the Maghreb countries, driven by
awareness and strength. Since then, Mufdi Zakariyya remained committed to addressing
both national and Maghrebian issues, particularly in Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco. He
dedicated his poetic and literary experience to serve this humanitarian idea. There is still
a need to identify those enduring poetic models that promote national, Maghrebian, and
Arabic unity. This research paper aims to present a critical and analytical study of
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selected examples of Mufdi Zakariyya’s poetry, focusing on the manifestations of
“commitment” within his work.

Keywords: Commitment, Mufdi Zakariyyaa, Poetry, Unity, National Unity, Maghreb
Unity, Arab Unity
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